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The United States knows that by working together with our partners, we can together ensure a
prosperous and secure future for all countries and communities in the Indo-Pacific. It is critical
that we unite to address the Indo-Pacific’s historic challenges and seize the opportunities of the
215t century.

Before | close my remarks I'd like to say how pleased | am to be joined here today in offering
remarks by two very distinguished colleagues, Major General Milinda Peiris, KDU’s Vice
Chancellor who has been a driving force behind organizing this event, and Rear Admiral
(retired) Peter Gumataotao, Director of the Director of the Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center
for Security Studies. DKI-APCSS has provided training opportunities to hundreds of members of
Sri Lanka’s security personnel, and in doing so played an important role in our strong security
partnership.

| opened my remarks by saying that we share a common vision for the Indo-Pacific. It’s a vision
of respect and shared values. | hope that these remarks have outlined that vision and, perhaps
most importantly, shared some ideas about what a partnership for a Free and Open,
Prosperous, Connected, Resilient, and Secure Indo-Pacific can achieve.

Here’s to the next 75 years of our work together focused on People, Progress, and Partnership.

Thank you.



